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C L A 

features as ever was clapped together, which hath appeared 
lovely. Addifon s Spectator , N°. 86. 

Let all her ways be uneonfin’d, 

And clap your padlock on her mind. Prior. 

Socrates or Alexander might have a fool’s coat clapt upon 
them, and perhaps neither wifdom nor majeftv would fecure 
them from a fncer. Watts s Improvement of the Mind. 

3. To do any thing with a fudden hafty motion, or unexpectedly. 

We were dead afleep, 

And, how we know not, all clapt under hatches. Shakejp. 
He was no fooner entered into the town, but a fcambling 
foldier clapt hold of his bridle, which he thought was in a 
begging or in a drunken fafhion. Wottori s Life of Duke of Buck. 

So much from the reft of his countrymen, and indeed from 
his whole fpecies, that his friends would have clapped him into 
bedlam, and have begged his eftate. Spectator, N°. 576. 
Have you obferv’d a fitting hare, 

Lift’ningand fearful of the ftorm 

Of horns and hounds, clap back her ear. Prior. 

W e will take our remedy at law, and clap an action upon 
you for old debts. Arhuthnot' s Hijlory of John Bull. 

4. To celebrate or praife by clapping the hands ; to applaud. 

I have often heard the ftationer wifhing for thofe hands to 
take off his melancholy bargain, which clapped its performance 
on the ftage. Dedication to Drydcn's Spanijh Fryar. 

5. To infedt with a venereal poifon. [See the noun.] 

If the patient hath been formerly clapt, it will be the more 
difficult to cure him the fecond time, and worfe the third. 

Wifeman's Surgery . 

Let men and manners ev’ry difh adapt; 

Who’d force his pepper where his guefts are clapt P King. 

6. To Clap up. To complete fuddenly, without much pre- 
caution. 

No longer than we well Could wafh our hands, 

To clap this royal bargain up of peace. Shakef King John. 

Was ever match clapt up fo fuddenly ? Shakejpeare. 

A peace may be clapped up witli that fuddennefs, that the 
forces, which are now in motion, may unexpectedly fall upon 
his fkirts. Howel’s V ical Forejl . 

To Clap. v. n. 

1. To move nimbly with anoife. 

Every door flew open 

T’ admit my entrance ; and then clapt behind me, 

To bar my going back. Dryden's Cleomenes. 

A whirlwind rofe, that, with a violent blaft. 

Shook all the dome : the doors around me clapt. Dryden. 
2 r. To enter with alacrity and brilknefs upon any thing. 

Come, a fong. 

— Shall we clap into’t roundly, without faying we are hoarfe ? 

Shakejpeare' s As you like it. 

3. To ftrike the hands together in applaufe. 

All the beft men are ours ; for ’tis ill hap 
If they hold, when their ladies bid em clap. 

Epilogue to Henry VIII, 

Clap, n.f [from the verb.] 

1. A loud noife made by fudden collifion. 

Give the door fuch a clap as you go out, as will lhake the 
whole room, and make every thing rattle in it. Swift. 

2. A fudden or unexpected aft or motion. 

It is monftrous to me, that the South-fea ftiould pay half 
their debts at one clap. Swift s Letters. 

3. An explofion of thunder. ^ 

There fhall be horrible claps of thunder, and flames or 
lio-htnin^, voices and earthquakes. Hakewill on Providence. 
Tire clap is paft, and now the Ikies are clear. Dryd. Juv. 

4. An aft of applaufe. 

The aftors, in the midft of an innocent old play, are often 
ftartled in the midft of unexpected claps or hides. Addijon . 

5. A venereal infeftion. [from clapoir , Fr.] 9 

Time, that at laft matures a clap to pox. f°P e s ***• 

6. [With Falconers.] The nether part of the beak of a hawk. 

Clamper, n.f [fro mclap.) 

j. One who claps with his hands; an applauder. 

2. The tongue of a bell. . , 

He hath a heart as found as a bell, and his tongue is the 

clapper ; for what his heart thinks, his tongue fpeaks. Shake]. 

I faw a young lady fall down the other day, and lhe much 
refembled an overturned bell without a clapper. Addif. Guard. 

3. The Cla'pper of a Mill. A piece of wood for fhaking the 

To CTappercla'w. *>• a. [from clap and claw.] To tongue- 

beat ; to fcold. . T>11 1 

Now they are clapperclawing one another, I g° * 

y Shakejpeare s Troilus and Crejfitda. 

They’ve always been at daggers-d rawing, 

And one another clapperclawing . Hudibras, part 11. can 0 . 
Cia'mscevx, or Cla'r encieux. n.f. The fecond king at 
arms : fo named from the dutchy of Clarence. T ► 1 

Clare-obscure, n.f [from clarus, bright, and obfeurus , a .J 

Light and (hade in painting. 

^ As mafters in the clare-obfcure , 

With various light your eyes allure; 
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A flaming yellow here they fpread, 

Draw oft in blue, or charge in red ; 

Yet from thefe colours, oddly mix’d, 

Your fight upon the whole is fix’d. p Y 

Claret, n.f [clairct, br.J French wine, of a clear pale- 
red colour. 1 

Red and white wine are in a trice confounded into claret. Boyle 

The claret fmooth, red as the lips we prefs ) 

In fparkling fancy, while we drain the bowl. Thomf. Autumn 

Cl-a'ricord. n.f. [from clarus and chorda, Latin.] 

A mufical inftrument in form of a fpinette, but more ancient 
It has forty-nine or fifty keys, and feventy firings. Chambers 
Clarification, n.f [from clarify.'] The aft of making 
any thing clear from impurities. 

Liquors are, many of them, at the firft, thick and trou- 
bled ; as mufte, wort, Sic. but to know the means of accele- 
rating clarification, we muft firft know the caufes of clarifi- 
cation. Bacons Natural Hijlory, N°. o G , 

To CLA'RIFY. v. a. [ clarifier , French.] 

1. To purify or clear any liquor; to feparate feculences or im- 
purities. 

The apothecaries clarifiy their fyrups by whites of eggs, 
beaten with the juices which they would clarify ; which whites 
of eggs gather all the dregs and grofler parts of the juice to 
them ; and after, the fyrup being fet on the fire, the whites of 
eggs themfelves harden, and are taken forth. Bac. Nat. Hifi. 

2 . To brighten; to illuminate: this fenfe is rare. 

1 he will was then ductile and pliant to all the motions of 
right reafon : it met the diftates of a clarified underftanding 
half way. South's Sermons . 

The Chriftian religion is the only means that God has fan&i- 
fied, to fet fallen man upon his legs again, to clarifiy his rea- 
fon, and to reftify his will. South's Sermons. 

Cla'rion. n.f. [ clarin , Span, from clarus, loud, Lat.J A 
trumpet ; a wind-inftrument of war. 

And after, to his palace he them brings. 

With fhams, and trumpets, and with clarions fweet-; 

And all the way the joyous people fings. Fairy SJueen. 

Then ftrait commands, that at the warlike found 
Of trumpets loud, and clarions , be uprear’d 
The mighty ftandard. Milton's Paradifie Lofi, b. i. /. 53. 

Let fuller notes th’ applauding world amaze. 

And the loud clarion labour in your praife. Pope. 

Cla'rity. n.f. [clarte, French, claritas, Latin.] Brightnefs; 
fplendour. 

A light by abundant clarity invifible; an underftanding 
which itfelf can only comprehend. Sir Walter Raleigh. 

Cl a'ry. n.f. An herb. 

It hath a labiated flower of one leaf, whofe upper lip is 
fhort and crefted ; but the under one is divided into three 
parts : the middle divifion is hollowed like a fpoon. Out of 
the flower-cup arifes the pointal, fixed like a nail to the hin- 
der part of the flower, and attended with four embryo’s, 
which turn to fo many roundifh feeds, inclofed in the cup of 
the flower. It grows wild on dry banks. Miller. 

Plants that have circled leaves do all abound with moifture. 
The weakeft kind of curling is roughnefs ; as in clary and 
burr. Bacon' s Natural Hijlory, N°. 651. 

To CLASH, v. n. [kletfen, Dut. to make a noife.] 

1. To make a noife by mutual collifion ; to ftrike one againft 
another. 

Three times, as of the clajhing found 
Of arms, we heard. Denham . 

Thofe few that ftiould happen to clajh, might rebound after 
the collifion ; or if they cohered, yet, by the real conflift with 
other atoms, might be feparated again. . Bentley. 

How many candles may fend out their light, without clajb - 
ing upon one another ; which argues the fmallnefs of the 
parts of light, and the largenefs of the interfaces between par- 
ticles of air and other bodies. Cheynes Phil. Brut. 

2. To aft with oppofite power, or contrary direftion. 

Neither was there any queen- mother who might clajh wim 
his counfellors for authority. Bacon's Henry V lit. 

Thofe that will not be convinced what a help this is to tne 
magiftracy, would find it, if they ftiould chance to \ clajh. 

5 1 South s Sermons. 

3. To contradict; oppofe. . 

Wherever there are men, there will be clajhing iometime 
or other; and a knock, or a conteft, fpoils all. L'Ejtrange. 

The abfurdity in this inftance is obvious ; and yet every 
time that clajhing metaphors are put together, this fault is com- 
mitted Spectator, N°. 595 * 

To Cl ash. v. a. To ftrike one thing againft another, fo as to 

produce a noife. 

The nodding ftatue clajlj'd his arms. 

And with a fullen lound and feeble cry, , 

Half funk, and half pronounced the word of victory; V ) • 

Clash, n. f. [from the verb ] 

1 . A noify collifion of two bodies. rienhnm 

The clajh of arms and voice of men we hear. De 

He nobly feiz’d thee in the dire alarms 
Of war and (laughter and the clajh of arms., Popes 






2 Oppofition ; contradiftioh. . 

Then from the clajhes between popes and kings, 

Debate, like fparks from flint’s collifion, fprings. Denham. 
In the very next line he reconciles the fathers and fcripturc, 
and (hews there is no clajh betwixt them. Atterbury. 

A CLASP, n.f. [cbefpe, Dutch.] ■ 

1. A hook to hold any thing clofe; as a book, or garment, 

The fcorpion’s claws here grafp a wide extent, 

And here the crabs in letter clafps are bent. Addifi Ovid. Met. 
Hereupon he took me afide, and opening the clafips of the 
parchment cover, fpoke, to my great furpnze, in Englifti. 

Arhuthnot and Pope's Mart. Scrib. 

2. An embrace, in contempt. 

Your fair daughter, 

Tranfported with no worfe nor better guard, 

But with a knave of hire, a gondalier, 

To the grofs clafips of a lafeivious Moor. Shakejp . Othello. 

To Clasp, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To ftnit with a clafp. 

Sermons are the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and do 
open the feriptures ; which being but read, remain, in com- 
parifon, ftill clafped. Hooker , k. v. feel. 22. 

There Caxton flept, with Wynkin at his fide. 

One clafp' d in wood, and one in ftrong cow-hide. Pope. 

2 . To catch and hold by twining, 

Direft 

The clafiping ivy where to climb. Milton's Paradifie Lofi. 

3. To hold with the hands extended ; to inclofe between the 
hands. 

Occafion turneth the handle of the bottle firft to be re- 
ceived, and after the belly, which is hard to clafp. Bacon's Ejf. 

4. To embrace. 

Thou art a Have, whom fortune’s tender arm 

With favour never clafpt, but bred a dog. Shakejp. Timon. 

Thy fuppliant 

I beg, and clafp thy knees. Milton's Paradifie Lofl , b. x. 

He {loop’d below 

The flying fpear, and fliun’d the promis’d blow ; 

Then creeping, clafp' d the hero’s knees, and pray’d. Dryd. 

Now, now he clafips her to his panting bread ; 

Now he devours her with his eager eyes. Smith. 

5. To inclofe. 

Boys, with women’s voices. 

Strive to fpeak big, and clafp their female joints 

In ftiff unweildy arms againft thy crown. Shak. Richard II. 

Cl a'sper. n.f. [from clafp.] The tendrels or threads of 
creeping plants, by which they cling to other things for 
fupport. 

1 he tendrels or clafpers of plants are given only to fuch 
fpecics as have weak and infirm ftalks. Ray on the Creation. 

Claspknife. n.f. [from clafp and knife.] A knife which 
folds into the handle. 

CLASS, n.f. [from clajfis, Latin.] 

1. A rank or order of perfons. 

Segrais has diftinguifhed the readers of poetry, according to 
their capacity of judging, into three claffes. Dryd. Ain. Dedic. 

2. A number of boys learning the fame lefton at the fchool. 

We (hall be feized away from this lower clafis in the fchool 
of knowledge, and our converfation {hall be with angels and 
illuminated ipirits. Watts's Improvement of the M?nd, p. i. 

3. A fet of beings or things; a number ranged in diftribution, 
under fome common denomination. 

Among this herd of politicians, any one fett make a very 
confiderable clajs of men. Addfon's Freeholder, N°. 53. 

Whate’er of mungrel, no one clafs admits 
A wit with dunces, and a dunce with wits. Dunciad, b. iv. 

To Class, v.a. [from the noun.] To range according to 
fome dated method of diftribution; to range according to 
different ranks. & 


^ * * wwiLIVi 1 

1. Relating to antique authors; relating to literature. 

Poetick fields encompafs me around, 

And ftill I feem to tread on clajfick ground. j 

With them the genius of clajfick learning dwellet 
from them it is derived. Felton on the C 

2. vJr the firft order or rank. 

From this ftandard the value of the Roman weisd 
corns are deduced : in the fettling of which I have fc 

this fub'ea eS ’ Wl '° maybejU ^ reckoned a cla M aut 
Cl UfaXt'kY Lat ' ] An firfl 

uiuaUy taken for ancient authors. 

°ums. n f [Latin.] Otder ; fort; body. 

-1, , 2 , (lec l ar ed his opinion of that clitjjis of men r 

To CLATTER’"'^ Tl ^ 

together 3 n °‘ fe by kllockln S two fonorous bodfe fret 
' Voi. N I,° W thC fpriSht,y trum P et > from afar, 




While the fierce riders clatter d on their lnieius 

2. To utter a noife by being (truck together. . ., 

All that night was heard an unwonted clattering cf weapons, 
and of men running to and fro. Knolles's Hijlory of the Turks. 

Down funk the morifter-bulk, and prefs’d the ground ; ^ 
His arms and clatt' ring ftiield on the vaft body found. Dryd: 

Their clattering arms with the fierce (hocks refound, 
Helmets and broken launces fpread the ground. Granville* 

3. To talk faft and idly. 

Here is a great deal of good matter 
Loft for lack of telling; 

Now, fiker, I fee thou do ft but clatter \ ^ 

Harm may come of mclling. Specifier s Pajlct als. 

All thofe airy fpeculations, which bettered not meti s man- 
ners, were only a noife and clattering of words. Decay oj Piety. 

To Cla'tter. v. a. 

1. To ftrike any thing fo as to make it lound and rattle. 

I only with an oaken ftaffi will meet thee, 

And raife fuch outcries on thy clatter d iron, 

That thou oft’ (halt wi(h thyfelf at Gath. Milton's Agonijl. 

When all the bees are gone to fettle, . 

You clatter ftill your brazen kettle. Swift * 

2. To difpute, jar, or clamour. Martin. A low word. 

A Cla'tter. n.f [from the verb.] 

1. A rattling noife made by the frequent and quick collifion of 
fonorous bodies. A clatter is a clajh often repeated with great 
quicknefs, and feems to convey the idea or a found (harper 
and (hriller than rattle. [Sec the verb ] 

I have fee n a monkey overthrow all the difhes and plates in 
a kitchen, merely for the pleafure of feeing them tumble, and 
hearing the clatter they made in their fall. Swift to Ld. Bolingb. 

2 . It is ufed for any tumultuous and confufed noife. 

By this great clatter , one of greateft.note 
Seems bruited. Shakejpeare' s Macbeth. 

Grow to be (liort. 

Throw by your clatter , 

And handle the matter. • Ben. Johnfon s Under-wcods. 

0 Rourk’s jolly boys 
Ne’er dreamt of the matter, 

’ T ill rous’d by the noife. 

And mufical clatter. Slvift. 

The fumbling particles of matter. 

In chaos make not fuch a clatter. Swift. 

Cla'vated. adj . [clavatus, Lat.] Knobbed; fet with knobs. 
Thefe appear plainly to have been clavated (pikes of fome 
kind of echinus ovarius. Woodward on Fojjils . 

Cla'udent. adj, [1 claudensy Lat.] Shutting; inclofing; con- 
fining- " Dift. 

To CLA'UDICATE. v. n. \_claudico, Latin.] To halt ; to 

J imp. . Diftc 

ClaudicaTIon; n. f. [from cltmdicaie.] The aft or habit of 
halting. . Did. 

Clave, [the preterite of cleave.] See CIeave, 

Cl a'v ell at ed. adj'. [ clavellatus , low Latin.] Made with 
burnt tartar. A chymical term. Chambers. 

Air, tranfmitted through clavellated a (lies into an exhaufted 
receiver, lofes weight as it pafies through them; Arhuthnot. 

Cla'ver. n.f [claeyep pyjve. Sax.] This is now univerfaHy 
written clover , though not fo properly. See Clover. 

Cla'vicle. n. f [ clavicula , Lat.] The collar bone. 

Some quadrupeds can bring their fore feet unto their 
mouths; as mod that have the clavicles , or collar bones. 

Brown's Vulgar Err ours. 
A girl was brought with angry wheals down her neck, 
towards the clavicle. Wijeman' s Surgery. 

Clause, n.f. \claujida, Latin*] 

1 . A fentence ; a fingle part of a difeourfe ; a fubdivifion of a larger 
fentence; fo much of a fentence as is to be conftrued together. 

God may be glorified by .obedience, and obeyed by per- 
formance of his will, although no fpecial claufe or fentence of 
fcrjpture be in every fuch aftion fet before men’s eyes to war- 
rant it. ^ ... Hooker , b. ii. fed. 2. 

2. An article, or particular ftipulation. 

The claufe is untrue which they add, concerning the 

1 Wh r 4. 1 i Hooker, b. iv. fed. a. 

When, after his death, they were fen t both to Jews and 

Gentiles, we find not this claufe in their commiffion. South. 

Gla ustral. adj. [from claujlrum, Lat.] Relating to a cioy- 
iter, or religious houfe. } 

Claufiral priors are fuch as preflde over monafteries, next 
to the abbot or chief governour in fuch religious houfes Adiffe 

Cla usurer./ [daujura, Lat.] Confinement; the aft of (hut- 
ting ; the ftate of being (hut. 

be^n™ m ° naften>eS the feverlt y of the is hard to 

A CLAW. n.f. [clapan, Saxon.] Geddes. 

1. T he foot of a beaft or bird, armed with (harp nails ; or the 
pincers or holders of a fhell-fifh. F * r * e - 

1 fay her range abroad to feek her food, 

embrue her teeth and claws with lukewarm blood. 

. O Spcnfcr's Vjfi. of Bella f 
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